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Summary 

Plumbing/Heating and Fuel Consumption 

Heat this winter has been set at 45 degrees when unoccupied.  90 gallons of fuel oil 
was used between 12 Jan to 9 Feb for a consumption rate of approx 90 gallons per 
month.  Another 150 gallons of fuel oil was ordered on 11 Feb, The heat has recently 
been set higher to 50 due to pipes. 

PHS water meter froze during recent cold snap and the brass base split.  I just 
happened to be in the museum on 3 Feb meeting GM Refrigeration. When I used the 
restroom, I noticed flow was low and checked the meter which had just started spraying 
water.  I shut off the main and cleaned up the water.  There was no damage to anything, 
but this was an eye-opener!  Portsmouth Water Department replaced the cracked meter 

the next day (4 Feb). This NW corner appears too drafty so placed a 100W 
incandescent light bulb next to the inlet pipe and meter to keep it warm. I also wedged 
some insulating material under the kitchen door and under the water heater.  We will 
continue to monitor this frequently during the cold. Another option, if we are not using 
the museum is to turn off and drain the pipes for safety until needed. 

The NE Library and SE Office rooms are freezing due to the present alarm system 
design requirement to have their doors shut.  We will contact HCS to evaluate removing 
this requirement since each space has a motion sensor for security. We will look at 
options for opening the kitchen door to permit better air flow as well until the gas heating 
renovation is completed. 

HVAC Proposal Activity 
 

PHS HVAC RFPs were emailed to the nine local HVAC contractors listed below on 21 Jan.  All 

were individually followed up via phone contact on 26 Jan. 

1. Atlantis Comfort systems (401) 233-2600 111 Energy Way, West Warwick, Rhode 
Island, 02893 info@atlantiscomfort.com 

2. GM Refrigeration (401) 841-5444356 Pleasant Street Fall River, Massachusetts 

02721 www.gmrefrigeration.com 

3. UG Nason 305-B Oliphant Lane Middletown, RI 02842 Tel: 401.847.2497 
4. Ocean State Air Solutions1844 East Main Rd. Portsmouth, RI 02871 (401) 293- 0422 

info@OceanStateAir.com 

5. Donovan & Sons 613 Aquidneck Avenue Middletown, RI 02842 Tel: (401) 846-3486 
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6. Lawrence Air Systems 1590 Fall River Avenue Seekonk, MA 02771 (866) 438-

8525 info@lawrenceairsystems.com 

7. Superior Comfort 11 Broadcommon Rd Bristol, RI 02809 401-396-9171 

8. Travers Plumbing 1 Park Ave, Portsmouth, RI 02871 

Email: info@traversplumbing.com Phone: 401-849-1505 

9. Valcourt Heating PO Box 246, Tiverton, RI 02878 Phone (401) 281-9920 

Lawrence Air and GM Refrigeration were the only two contractors to attend the 28 
January RFP Open House.  Since then only GM has made two more visits to gather 
information for their proposal. 

Hot water air/pressure problem:  Plumber to install high vents to automatically bleed 
air. 

Parking Lot 

o The parking lot is slick with snow and I advise everyone not to use it unless you 
have 4-wheel drive.  You can easily get stuck.  Parking at Rocco’s is good, 
however all of the snow has been pushed against our stone wall 4' high so we 
have been climbing through it to get to the museum.  Rex Dame was contacted 
to plow the beginning portion of the driveway on Friday, 12 Feb for interviews on 
Saturday morning. Need to determine if plowing should be contracted for the 
winter. 

Phone/Internet 

o There are several phone messages accumulating on the answering machine that 
should be looked at. 

o Parking lot and museum cameras have been disabled. 

Other 

o Arrangements for Miller Metals to install the completed additional section of 
railing to the left of upstairs center doorway has been postponed until better 
weather. 

o NE museum room needs to be prepped and painted;  looking for volunteers and 
better weather. 

Pending (No changes) 

o PHS Sign replacement and movement.  Designs and cost estimates recieved 
from John Liptak.  

o Museum carpet estimate for stairs to second level entry doors only available.  
Ruggeri and Allied estimates (Allied $8062.42 and Ruggeri $4914.62). 

o Contacted HCS Alarm systems contractor again regarding the installation of a 
new wired sensor in upstairs great room agreed to over a year ago. Awaiting 
reply. 
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o Received two responses from RFPs sent out to 6 electrical contractors on 3 
November for 200A power upgrade (overhead placement),  Chis Electric 
($2850.00) and Toner ($2970.00).  Both contractors recommended that we 
choose to keep the overhead feed design as the underground alternative is costly 
(+$3k) in comparison.  I requested bids for outdoor security lighting (as requested 
by curators) as well from both contractors and the bids were for $850.00 (Toner) 
and $875.00 (Chris).   

o RFP sent out on 17 November to 7 contractors for OTH Door restoration.  Two 
bids received by 1 December deadline: (Paul Norbury ($6460.00) and Damon Co. 
($6970.00). A state grant was procured for this project. Board decision needed. 

o Tony Rego, with state and town officials has designed for the best septic 
replacement design for PHS needs. Both he and engineer, Steve Wyatt need to 
move the new septic to the southwest side of the stone wall to provide clearance 
from the water inlet line. This update to the existing septic system is required NLT 
2025. The present cistern will be filled in. 

o Performing weekly inspections of the buildings & grounds. 
o Recieved 7 new metal QR placards for planned replacement. Will install when 

weather permits. 


