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1. Ms. Charles Roberts who is connected to the group, Rhode Island History Slave 

Medallions (RISHM.org) who are erecting slave memorials stopped by the museum one 

day. She plans to return when we are open next year.  They have, as part of their group, 

a 1st Regiment musket team.  I thought we might be able to use such a group at an event 

sometime. I have her contact info. 

2. During our Curator discussions, it was suggested that we might restructure our 

organization to include a Museum Director. 

3. Several members of the Curator Committee, namely, Gloria, Richard, Jim, Marge, Lois 

and I have been working at the museum for the last couple of weeks in an attempt to 

discern how much space is needed for storage of documents and physical artifacts when 

they are not on display. We have discussed several possibilities and/or options for 

storage. 

When the ADA bathroom was created, we lost a good bit of storage area. There were two 

large shelving units in there plus the wood-like tall cabinet and various niches.  While 

new space was created, it is not equivalent to what was removed. 

None of us favor the option of decreasing display space in Old Town Hall for storage.  We 

do think we could deaccession some items but not enough to create the suggested 

amount of space.  For instance, I think I heard someone say that Mt. Hope bridge lights 

could go outside and Craig suggested we create a display with an ox or horse for a plow.  

If we can do these or similar things safely, it would help to free up some space inside and 

would be interesting for visitors.  We are worried about vandalism if we have artifacts 

outside. Yes, they are “outside” items but damage could be done. For instance, paint 

splashed on them or an attack with a hammer.  There seems to be a problem with 

vandalism in town and in the country these days.  We are open to other suggestions. 

We cleared out the Library (NE corner) and the Records room (SE corner). We also got all 

the books out of the loft.  The books from all areas near the grand piano are in deplorable 

condition or not relevant to our mission and may be disposed of.  Perhaps we could set 

up a table or tables in OTH and offer them to whoever wants them either for free or for a 

donation. We are pretty certain most will need to be destroyed.  Those near Julia’s room 

will remain as part of our collection. 

The loft would be ideal for Curator’s working space and we think the books we keep 

could be housed in small book cases up there. 

If we add 4 baker’s racks and include containers we are currently using such as large 

and smaller flat files, we estimate we need about 200 sq. feet for containers in various 

configurations.  We are considering alternatives for map and large document storage 

containers which may not be as large or unwieldly as our large flat file. 

Rich Talipsky has agreed that flat file can remain in the “office space” if necessary but it 

should not be necessary. 



Physical artifacts would be housed in archival safe containers on baker’s racks (each 

allows approx. 182 linear feet of storage) which are on wheels and move easily for access.  

Estimate we need at least four/five of these.  We have one. 

Since it has been suggested that we could move Julia Ward Howe artifacts to the church, 

her room which is approximately 12 x 12 would be an excellent option for document 

storage to be contained in standing metal cabinets. We have four such cabinets at 

present and another of fiber board.  

Julia’s room is 130 sq. feet. The NE corner room (library) has about 77 square feet of 

oddly shaped space if shelves are removed.  It is our opinion that document storage 

including photos and maps, would be better in Julia’s room because we have not had the 

issue with water that we have had in the NE corner. Additionally, documents will be 

enclosed in polyprolene document boxes within the metal cabinets. Use of library as 

“research center” could replace present “research desk”.  Moving desk and wooden 

cabinet near library door into that space would free up museum display space in that 

corner.  There may be space to store a few larger objects as well. 

The space that Marge envisioned on the museum floor is approx. 195 square ft. and is 

currently mostly dead space so is a good option for artifact storage with space for growth.  

Most recent thought is that we use partitions to separate this space rather than full 

walls. Since we are expecting to be climate controlled, this would allow for better air flow.  

Removal of air ducts will create almost 2 feet of display space on museum floor. 

Additional space will also be made available when large furnace and ducting are removed 

from kitchen area. 

Proper archival storage with easy access allowing curators to locate items when creating 

exhibits or for other reasons is essential.  Patrons occasionally stop in and ask about items they 

know have been donated in the past and it behooves us to be able to produce such artifacts. 

Display space is equally as important but can be more flexible depending upon displays 

and need for objects that can be drawn from our archives to tell the exhibit story. 

I am forwarding some preliminary sketches of the NE room and analysis of estimated 

space and containers required overall from Richard Schmidt separately.  I believe Marge is 

submitting her sketch under separate cover but I am also attaching it here.  Obviously these 

are suggestions/options that require more study and discussion before definite plans can be 

formulated. 


