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It has been quite a roller coaster of on again, off again, in-person programming lately, but I am 
pleased we are able to move forward with a few new, carefully planned opportunities! 
 
But first, have you seen our “Portsmouth Historical 
Society On The Road” videos? Gloria and Richard 
Schmidt along with Cindy Killavey and the Portsmouth 
Community Theater have produced three minute histori-
cal, theatrical pieces that can be found on our website, 
Facebook page, and Youtube. Locations include the 
Southermost Schoolhouse, Leonard Brown House, 
Founders Brook, and Mt. Hope Bridge, with more to 
come! This photo is Cindy as Anne Hutchinson at Founders Brook. We love sharing history, and 
are appreciative of their accomplishments! 
 

Battle of Rhode Island at Commemoration-Fort Butts 
Saturday August 29th, 9 AM to 10:30 AM 

Fort Butts Role in Battle of RI Lecture by Jim Garman at 9:30 AM 
 

In August 1778 the Revolutionary War Battle of RI was fought at Portsmouth’s Butts Hill Fort, 
the largest remaining Revolutionary War fortification in southeastern New England. We will be 
commemorating the battle on location with an exhibit of Revolutionary War memorabilia and a 
talk on the fort's role in the battle. Our goal is to gain public awareness of the significance of the 
site, and start a movement to develop the fort area into a public park in time to celebrate the 
250th anniversary in 2028. Enter via Butts St off Sprague St. Bring a blanket or lawn chair (and 
a mask) for the talk, enjoy a morning walk, and envision what “could be” at the fort! 
 

PHS Annual Meeting 
Monday September 14th, 6:30 PM Museum Building, Church Hall, second floor 

Please join us to hear our Annual Report, highlights of our recently-adopted 5 Year Strategic 
Plan, the initiatives we have recently undertaken, and witness the unveiling of a Portsmouth his-
torical signage project. The first four signs have been created by Nathan Minese as his high 
school senior project, which will be on display prior to site installation. The project was funded 
by the Rhode Island Heritage Commission and voluntary contributions, and mentored by PHS 
board member Dave Gleason. We will not be able to offer our usual array of food or serve our 
traditional historical society punch, but do come, we have a lot of exciting news to share! 

 
 

Lecture: “Portsmouth in 1920: An Illustrated Look Back” by Jim Garman 
Thursday September 24th, 6:30 PM Museum Building, Church Hall, second floor  

 
 
This is a brand new lecture replete with im-
ages  depicting the town one hundred years 
ago. The images will enable us to look back 
at our town to a time when the population 
was 2,590 and farming was the primary oc-
cupation. This is a free event. We expect to 



                                                                          

 

reach our 50 person capacity, RSVP: phsinfo@portsmouthhistorical.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

PHS Book Club: Mayflower: A Story of Courage, Community, and War  
by Nathaniel Philbrick 

Monday October 5th, 6:30 PM Museum Building, Church Hall, second floor 
 

During this 400th anniversary year of the arrival of the Mayflower in Plymouth harbor,  join us to 

discuss this insightful book that chronicles the people, politics, and religion from the establish-
ment of Plymouth Colony through King Philip’s War in 1675-76. Anne Wagner will again serve 
as our thought-provoking moderator! Please note this a book discussion, not a lecture. Copies  
of the book can be reserved by contacting the Portsmouth Free Public Library at 401-683-9457. 
 

Presentation: “Portsmouth Women Vote” by Gloria Schmidt 
Wednesday October 14th 6:30 PM Museum Building, Church Hall, second floor 

 
As the country celebrates the 100th anniversary of the 
passing of the 19th Amendment, and as we near election 
time, join us to hear how Portsmouth women fought for the 
vote, and the process they took in preparing for their first 
vote. Julia Ward Howe is well known, but there are many 
more! It has been a great source of pride for PHS that 
many reputable organizations and publications have asked 
permission to use our images, collections, and research as 
primary sources for the works they are producing on suf-
fragists. This is a frequently requested photo of Letitia Law-
ton, Cora Mitchel, and Emeline Eldridge. 
 
 
Did you know? Stories of “spirit" inhabited properties abound in Portsmouth, including some 
related to the Battle of RI: a Hessian soldier sitting under a tree off East Main Rd; a Sprague St 
home with militiamen running through it. Although not everyone’s cup of tea, for those interested 
we hope to produce a “Haunted Portsmouth” event sharing some of these stories, and we need 
yours! Please email phsinfo@portsmouthhistorical.org if you would like to participate. If you cur-
rently have paranormal activity that you would like investigated, we can connect you with a tele-
vision show that is looking to help homeowners in this area. Stay tuned for more news on that 
topic… 
 
Wishing you the best of good health, 
 
 
 
Anne Northup Burns, President 
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