
PHS Interviews -  
 

Person Interviewed 

Rev Mike Pike, Pastor, Portsmouth Methodist Church – By Rich Talipsky 

Methodist Society was formed in Portsmouth Formed in 1793under the direction of Rev. Lemuel 
Smith, an early circuit rider.  They met at the home of Matthew Cooke which was located under 
the present day Mount Hope Bridge.  In 1838, the congregation purchased a lot in the middle of 
the developing town for the sum of $102.50.  The new church was constructed for a cost of 
$2020.00 and was dedicated on December 25th the same year. 

 

Does not expect Portsmouth to change much over the next 10 years.     

Thinks the congregation will remain stable 

The church serves the local community of Christian people with many public events 

Worries about decline in regular church goers, but thinks that people of faith, although 
not going to church every week, remain strong. 

Value of Portsmouth History.     

Local History very important to maintain a  fiber between the town people. “Proud Heritage” 
means a lot to the people of the town 

Describe PHS to a friend 

A dedicated group of volunteers.  Self motivated 

Involvement with PHS 

Was the informal “chaplain” for the 375th celebration in 2013 and worked with PHS closely over 
the years 

Visited PHS Museum? 

Visited many times. Impressed with collection.  The old school house is magnificent 

Participation in Programs 

I have been at a number of programs.  Jim Garman’s lecture are fabulous.  All events are well 
run.  

Visibility and Reputation 

Great reputation, particularly over the last 4 yrs. 

Not sure if people passing by on East Main know whet is there. 



Don’t think people say “You have got to go to the PHS when you come to Portsmouth” 

Future 

PHS does best in keeping the organization on the local “front page” with great lectures. 

Improve/Invest 

Try to get more participation – Seem’s like a small group does all the work. 

How to attract more residents and visitors. 

Keep in the news with article in the local paper.  ( Frequent feature articles)  

Other historic sites 

Not sure if there are any that I could make a direct comparison 

Support each Other 

Good question.  Not sure how, exactly, a Church could partner with PHS 

Work Together 

I like the idea of co-hosting events.  Town org often working in “stovepipes” 

Volunteer 

I help the PHS whenever I can.   Being involved with the 375th was fun. 

 

 

 

  

 


