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Collection in the museum has been prepared for the off season as much as 
possible.  Plastic coverings and/or archival tissue has been put on mannequins 
and other objects.  Linens have been stored in plastic totes.  Recently acquired 
artwork has been covered with muslin.  Display cases that are in the path of 
sunlight that is coming in front windows have been covered to prevent fading 
and/or deterioration of artifacts. 
 
Seasonal display from 2019 has been dismantled and stored with some portions 
going to the library - should be completed next week. 
 
I have made contact with Charlene Rich who operates a doll/miniature shop on 
Bellevue Avenue.  She has some 19th century display cases she wishes to donate.  
I will visit her shop to see them next week.  If there is anything we can use, it may 
be necessary to transport them.  She did not indicate to me that she wants to do 
this immediately so we should have time to arrange to get them. 
 
Since I understand heat will be on in January, I wonder if we can do something on 
or around Jan 1 to commemorate the dedication of our town hall which happened 
on January 1, 1846.   We can highlight our “winter” objects – toboggan, horse 
drawn sleighs, heaters, etc.  Perhaps serve hot cider and donuts.  I will be glad to 
plan something if we decide to do it. 
 
 

Curator Report 
 
During the 2019 season, we had 241 guests who signed in for a visit on Sunday or 
at one of our events such as Living History.    The least number of visitors was 4 
and the most was 15 at a Sunday session -  average about 7/8.  The accepted cost 
of a volunteer hour is $24.53.  Our docents have therefore contributed 
approximately $4,806.27 to the Portsmouth Historical Society if we factor in only 
Sundays – 21 Sundays @ 3 hours for 3 docents is 189 total hours.  Many of our 
decents participated in other activities at the museum. 
 
Some docents volunteered for more hours than others.  It’s important to have at 
least three docents per Sunday in order to serve our visitors.  Right now, we have 
14 individuals registered as docents.  As was said in the past, it is hoped that 
each board member would serve at least one Sunday each month. 
 
A couple of ideas for consideration in the future - a docent to remain at the desk 
to greet guests and provide information on the collection, membership, events, 
etc. – a docent posted in the school house and/or upstairs.  This is all dependent 
on having enough docents.  Recruiting more docents is imperative. 


