
Q3 How can the Historical Society do a better job?
Answered: 54 Skipped: 45

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Offer more lectures on the history of Portsmouth and give special attention to Portsmouth’s roll in
the Revolutionary War and the British occupation .

5/17/2019 5:35 PM

2 Make new membership application more easier and accessible 5/4/2019 9:29 AM

3 More lectures 8/11/2018 9:54 AM

4 So much of the natural and historic character of Portsmouth continues to be lost to unsympathetic
development; i.e. the new town facilities near Founder's Brook, the gas station built on Union and
West Main Road near Oak Glen, etc. Also the over-use of outdoor lighting has eroded the peaceful
"dark sky" character of the island and has changed the nature of historically quiet neighborhoods.

7/5/2018 2:29 AM

5 Digitize more records and put them online; be open as many days and hours as possible; be open
when tourists interested in Portsmouth history are likely to be there. I have been to three of the
Mayflower Society's general congresses (September of 2011, 2014, 2017) and frustrated and
disappointed each teim that local groups had closed down for the "winter" just as a couple hundred
New England genealogy enthusiasts descended on the area. The 400th anniversary of the
Mayflower landing is in 2020 - just around the corner - please be ready!

6/14/2018 10:42 PM

6 more parties 6/12/2018 11:09 PM

7 Give more of advance notice to events PHS is having.. 5/15/2018 8:01 AM

8 Offer more or repeat lectures to the Public and keep up he GREAT work !!!! 3/3/2018 6:10 PM

9 one suggestion-offer a historical tour on a trolley- pointing out specific places of history- like Fort
Butts, Prescott farm. Land Trust areas, Battle of RI areas-etc.

3/3/2018 1:32 PM

10 I have just mailed in my membership renewal. Jeanne Perrotti 3/1/2018 12:31 PM

11 Not sure 2/8/2018 6:22 PM

12 As a summer resident is it possible to view the great and interesting lectures you hold in the
winter?? are they recorded?

1/4/2018 10:52 AM

13 I don't live in Portsmouth, but my first colonial ancestor (William Havens) did. I don't want to sway
the vote count for people who live and pay their taxes there now - so I left the museum questions
unanswered - but really do hope most people support it!

12/1/2017 7:15 AM

14 As a summer resident I hope you will have more summer time events and talks/lectures 11/8/2017 9:57 AM

15 Museum open more hours 10/8/2017 5:39 AM

16 I think your doing a great job. there are more people that need to get involved. 9/7/2017 6:59 AM

17 More open house hourd 6/7/2017 6:13 PM

18 I am looking for a link to renew my membership online. Is there one? 5/25/2017 1:08 PM

19 Perhaps fundraising to preserve the building and to support projects. Also noting much better PR
and outreach - need to keep that up. Maybe more involvement with the schools and children. Is the
PHS part of a state and national network?

5/18/2017 4:51 AM

20 Save an historic home like the French Colonial at bottom of Quaker Hill. Perhaps the land Trust
can secure the land too.

5/8/2017 3:16 PM

21 more seats available at lectures by Jim Garman 4/28/2017 3:18 PM

22 I would like to know: A friend said that his school class visited my house to see where slaves on
the Underground Railroad were hidden on their way North. But he could not remember where in
the house it was. Does the Society have info on the Underground Railroad in Portsmouth?

4/9/2017 6:10 PM

23 I hope there will be summer events, not just winter and spring. Our family are summer Portsmouth
residents

4/9/2017 3:12 PM
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24 Tape the lectures and make them available on your website 3/4/2017 4:04 PM

25 Campaign for funds to continue maintenance. Sell bricks for a walkway - see Common Fence
Point Improvement Association brick sale ($200 and $400). Name and or comments on brick.
Bricks will be installed in coming weeks.

2/4/2017 10:22 PM

26 So far great job! 12/17/2016 1:28 AM

27 Appreciate how much work you are doing to update the society and building. Continue to try to get
new members and volunteers.. Send practical information (detailed) about volunteer activities.

11/29/2016 2:30 PM

28 I believe you need an active program to involve the younger generations. Sorry that I don't have
any specific suggestions on how to do it! You might try to catch their attention at the elementary
school level but this woiuld jhave a long lead time before you woiuld see results. The museum
could use some landscaping. Perhaps one of the local firms would do it pro bono for promotional
purposes.

11/29/2016 6:15 AM

29 You are operating well. 11/12/2016 12:32 PM

30 Could we make more of Fort Butts? Sight of a important part of the Battle of RI. 11/10/2016 8:30 AM

31 Keep up it's recent revival. 10/23/2016 12:56 PM

32 i think you are doing a fantastic job. you are really improving and popularizing portsmouth. 8/29/2016 5:04 PM

33 I have been a donor for years & member about 10. I do not attend meetings because I have so
many meetings and can not fit in another @ this time ... I am hoping I can attend some of some of
the upcoming events ... I think having such events will help add to membership.

6/26/2016 7:41 PM

34 I'm from far away, so things online are most helpful to me. Photos of historical sites and local
history - stories of families and everyday life, as well as "official" events, are interesting.

5/28/2016 4:56 PM

35 Preserve and promote the material and historic documents now at the Portsmouth Historical
Society. Secure grant funding to restore our historical artifacts. Become a larger stakeholder in the
Portsmouth community.

5/5/2016 4:02 AM

36 Improve access to the building site by increasing space for parking. Consider a meeting with the
neighbor who owns the parking lot for "Rocco's Pizza" to ask if visitors to the H.S. could use a
portion of that lot and gain access through an opening (to be constructed) in the wall dividing the
two properties. An entrance to the H.S. property at that side of the lot would make it possible to
encourage more visitors. They could be directed by signage to the H.S through the easily
accessed commercial parking lot next door.

4/29/2016 10:35 AM

37 Recent moves by the museum are a good start at doing a better job. Until recently the museum's
outreach and visibility was zero.

4/19/2016 7:39 PM

38 Guest lecturers that inform locals about Portsmouth and it's beginnings, like Jim Gorman gave at
the Library. Perhaps Mr. Gorman could publish small articles in the local newspapers, from time to
time, informing residents of interesting events that have taken place in town in the distant past.
Historical events, good, bad and indifferent. Local residents may even provide information that was
passed down through generations when they hear stories that shake their memory. Jim could
suggest they contact him so he could use the info in subsequent articles.

4/13/2016 8:02 AM

39 Visibility is definitely improved! Having the museum open more frequently would provide greater
opportunity to familiarize the community. Maybe a picnic on that corner lot-although I believe you
have tried these things before.

4/13/2016 4:33 AM

40 Better protecting their collection, especially books and manuscripts. It was a crying shame to see
books destroyed because of water damage and mold problems. A person would be hesitant to
donate items that they feel may not be well protected and monitored at present and in the future.

3/25/2016 4:18 AM

41 I see a Nancy Lawton on the board now. I'm wondering if she is descended from Thomas or
George Lawton. I'm descended from Thomas. I think preservation of the enclosed fields on the
Island... the whole landscape is important. I belong for the Aquidneck Land Trust to help that. I
haven't visited for a decade, but I was concerned about the lack of care of many cemeteries and
feared for the protection of headstones. There are several Lawton cemeteries. Also preservation of
Lawton Valley, now I believe owned by Raytheon. Julia Ward Howe had owned it; it would be
great to do an archeological dig there and stabilization of the ruins of the old mill, dam, etc.
Stephen Lawton, Phoenix, AZ

3/24/2016 8:04 PM
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42 I don't live in Rhode Island, but am a descendant of one of the 1639 signers, so learning more
about the history and having genealogy resources available is important to me. The maps of the
original land grants have been very helpful to me in my research. And The Early Records of the
Town of Portsmouth gave me some insite into what my 9th great grandfather was like.

2/29/2016 6:52 PM

43 Jim is bringing new vigor to the Society. More events to attract the general public , spread the
knowledge , more lectures. This will increase the base.

2/29/2016 4:12 AM

44 I am just now just now looking at the site. I am a decendant of Anne Marbury Hutchinson and
William Hutchinson and we are looking at making a trip out to the area.

1/23/2016 11:59 AM

45 Connect with residents about the town's history in a meaningful way. Why is the history important?
How is it relevant to our every day lives? How does it lend character to our town and make it a
good place to live? Perhaps the museum can host family events that are workshops tied into
Portsmouth history (knot-tying class, Johnny cake-making lesson, etc.) Rent a table at the farmer's
market at Newport vineyards a few times during the summer and sell memberships and hand out
brochures. Position the historical society as an educational resource and an authority on
Portsmouth to help win eduction-related grants.

1/21/2016 6:10 PM

46 Be more comprehensive in documenting still existing historic homes in the town. 1/5/2016 10:23 AM

47 More outreach to schools. 1/4/2016 12:57 PM

48 How do local students, K-12, engage with the Society and its collection? Building support at the
earliest opportunity is important.

12/31/2015 10:41 AM

49 articles in newspaper talks to school children 12/13/2015 4:50 PM

50 Education outreach, seeking grant funding. 12/13/2015 1:13 PM

51 Publicity Fundraising Working with other entities in town: PBA, Rotary 12/6/2015 8:59 AM

52 Hold more history-related events in town 12/6/2015 5:52 AM

53 Host more events 11/25/2015 4:32 AM

54 Be open more hours throughout the year 11/25/2015 4:13 AM
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