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Attended two events in the month of September as representative of the 
Portsmouth Historical Society.  The first was sponsored by RHODI 
Conversations (RIHS) on September18 at Linden Place in Bristol. It was a 
round table discussion by representatives of historical societies and/or 
properties in Rhode Island. Subject was “Attracting New Audiences to Your 
Site”.  It was suggested by one attendee that changing their name from 
XXX Historical Society” to XXX Historical Society and Museum” made 
people more comfortable and feel the organization was less exclusive.  
Another comment by the representative from Warren noted they have no 
facility so do “pop-up” events at various times in different locations.  I’ve 
often thought we might do something similar at the 4-H fair or other events 
in town.  We did provide some artifacts and literature to the Farm Bike Ride 
and also to Prescott Farm Newport Restoration Foundations second 
Sunday program.  
 
General consensus of the group was funding is the major reason for poor 
attendance.  More money is needed for facility upgrades, programs and 
advertising. 
 
The second event was a luncheon at Redwood Library on September 19 to 
which Curators and Directors were invited.  Sponsored by Christy’s Auction 
House, the event was attended by representatives of RIHS, RISD, 
Redwood Library, Audrain Museum and other sites in Rhode Island.  
Informal discussions included issues and concerns at our sites. The 
Director of Redwood introduced me to Michelle Farias, Archivist and 
Special Collections Librarian.  They suggested that PHS might provide a 
display for Redwood at some time.  Further discussion is needed but if it 
could be done, it would provide excellent visibility for us.  Suggestions 
would be welcome for subject matter. 
 
The 2019 museum season came to a close on Oct 13 with Living History.  
The Curator Committee has begun dismantling the 2019 seasonal exhibit 
and is planning for the 2020 exhibit featuring the “Roaring Twenties”.  We 
will continue our cataloging of documents  from home.  I will take portions 
of the 2019 display to the Portsmouth Free Public Library to be displayed 
throughout the winter. 


