
Portsmouth Historical Society Board Meeting Minutes
May 20, 2019

Meeting called to order by President Jim Garman at 5:20 PM in the museum building. 
In Attendance: Jim Garman, Anne Northup Burns, Rich Talipsky, Gary Gump, Lois Ryan, Dave 
Duggan, Doug Smith, Nanci Smith, Jane Roggero, Dave Faucher, Nancy Crawford, Kathy 
Hickey, Craig Clark

1) President’s Report J. Garman
Motion made and unanimously approved to accept Bob Watts’ resignation from the 

board. Bob will remain active as docent and on Building and Grounds committee as time 
permits. 

PHS received a $10,000 Van Beuren Foundation Grant for the development of a Cause 
& Effect Long Term Strategic Plan. Getting proposals from consulting firms now.

Marge Webster was able to discover that the Sarah J Eddy portrait donated to us by 
John Peixinho is of Fannie Edna Brent Scott (Mrs. Robert Scott) who died in 1926. The full 
version of her story can be found on the PHS website. 

The woman in the restored portrait returned to PHS from the Long family is still a 
mystery, as is the painter. It is believed to have been painted between 1840 and 1850.

The Navy Choristers have chosen PHS as beneficiaries of their Spring 2020 concert. 
Looking for a venue, the Christmas concert held in 2018 had 460 in attendance.

Portsmouth Business Association after hours event held at the museum last month went 
very well. We gained a new corporate member, George Giacobbi, Patriot Petroleum.

Docent training went very well. Looking for greeters and more docents so we can have 
at least 3 people on site when the museum is open, 4 being ideal. All board members are 
encouraged to volunteer for as many shifts as possible.

Member Open House had a good turnout, over 20 people including a few new members.
Discussed Joe Studlick’s offer to plant and maintain a garden on front lawn, put lime on 

the lawn, and install light on the sign. Voted down the garden due to ongoing maintenance, 
agreed to reimburse $100 of the $201 he spent purchasing lime (he offered to donate it), advise 
against putting lime in parking lot, generally not in favor of light but could try solar on sign and 
flag, deferred to Building and Grounds Committee for further investigation. A. N. Burns to relay 
feedback, D. Duggan to be Joe’s POC.

A policy needs to be formulated for genealogy inquiries. It is not a service we provide, 
and it is very time consuming. Perhaps a fee or donation to the museum if someone with that 
skill set is willing to take on that task. Nancy C is going to ask members of the curator 
committee that are familiar with this for their feedback.

2) Minutes from April Meeting A. N. Burns
Accepted and approved as presented.

3) Treasurer’s Monthly Report-Proposed Annual Budget discussion D. Faucher
Monthly report accepted and approved as presented. We need to decide what to do with 

the $12,821 Andrea D-Errico bequest, something that will tangibly honor her. Ideas needed-
schoolhouse renovation and portrait restoration suggested.

The July mailing will have the new membership dues amounts.



4) Nominating Committee A. N. Burns
Paul Kochis was nominated to fill the board vacancy of Bob Watts, effective immediately, 

unanimously approved. The slate of officers was nominated, 1 year terms to take effect 
following the June 17th board meeting, unanimously approved:
Anne Northup Burns, Interim President, Doug Smith, Vice President, Dave Faucher Treasurer, 
Rich Talipsky Recording Secretary, Paul Kochis Corresponding Secretary

5) Upcoming Events D. Smith
Ghostly Witness event was postponed. July 28th Navy Band Brass Quintet to perform at 

the museum, no charge. Battle of RI July 14th event at Prescott Farm being coordinated with 
Newport Restoration Foundation, possibly Members Rail Explorers event in July. 
Annual meeting in June 17th at 6:30 PM to feature Gloria Schmidt 20 minute lecture on stone 
walls, Rich, Anne and Jim to coordinate equipment and agenda, board members to donate food. 
June 24th next book club meeting.

6) Building and Grounds Committee D. Duggan
Town Hall siding replacement needs 2 more estimates. Volunteers needed to move large 

objects in Town Hall. Dave Gleason in charge of getting a plaque made for the Town Hall 
Building, built 1846.

7) Grants progress G. Gump
3 applications submitted, $10,000 Van Beuren Foundation awarded

8) Curator’s Report N. Crawford
Buildings and Grounds committee made aware of museum’s physical needs. 
Seasonal displays receiving good reviews.
Docent training has 16 attendees, with 17 docents committed. 
Weekly docent schedule needs to be completed, indicating who is in charge of keys and 

opening and closing each week.

9) Any other business Anyone
Museum property has recently been vandalized, broken rocks, damage to walls, toys left 

on property. Police to be notified, neighbors to be notified and asked to be vigilant if continuing. 
Dave Reise of Freeborn St, Pacheco Farm, recently donated farm tools. He knows a 

great deal about Portsmouth. 
Agreed to enter Newport Bridge Contest that will give 2 tickets to climb to top of bridge 

as part of a fundraiser. Non-profits to be chosen by lottery June 28th, A. N. Burns POC.

Meeting adjourned 7 PM. 
Prepared and submitted by Anne Northup Burns, Recording Secretary


