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Portsmouth Historical Society (PHS) 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

February 11, 2019 
 

Meeting was called to order at 5:15 PM at the Portsmouth Free Public Library.  Attending were 
Jim Garman President; Doug Smith, Vice President and Directors Gary Gump, Lois Ryan, Dave 
Faucher, Rich Talipsky, Dave Gleeson, Dave Duggan, Nancy Crawford; and  Ex-Officio member 
Carolyn Magnus. 
 
The President’s Report was presented: 
 

 The Portsmouth Garden Club has invited the Board to attend its 85th Anniversary 
celebration at the Portsmouth Free Public Library on 13 February at 2:00 PM. 

 An invitation from the Portsmouth Grange to share their 125th Anniversary celebration 
scheduled for 7:00 PM on April 4 at the Portsmouth Senior Center was received. 

 Bank Newport has awarded a $1,000 grant to PHS – to be allocated to offset cost of the 
new alarm system.  

 The $1,000 State Legislative Grant received from Senator Jim Seveney will be used 
toward cost of covers for the two round windows. 

 Two copies of the Portsmouth Compact (one with translation and one without) will be 
presented without cost to the Leonard Brown House for display on their interior walls.  
When preparation of photos – mounting, framing and hanging - by PHS is complete, 
Brown House has committed the remainder of their funds be donated to PHS.  It 
appears they are not interested in the glass case that was offered. 

 Attended meeting with Newport Preservation Society sponsored by RIHS at Rosecliff on 
10 February.  A listing of upcoming events sponsored by various historical groups was 
shared. 

 “Women of the East Bay” exhibit featuring noteworthy women of the East Bay created by 
Roger Williams College will be held first at Linden Place in Bristol and then at the 
Edward King House in Newport beginning on 3 April.  Gloria Schmidt contributed 
substantially to the “Portsmouth women” with research, photos and descriptive write-ups. 

 
Minutes of the January meeting were accepted and approved with amendment to date of our 
next book club meeting to March 25 from March 21. 
 
Treasurer’s Report as presented was accepted and approved.  A discussion ensued about need 
for a plan to utilize funds from the Derrico bequest of more than $12,000. 
 
Chairperson of the Presidential Search Committee (Anne Northrup Burns) was absent so a 
brief, general discussion arose about the process of selecting a new President.  No potential 
candidates either from the Board or elsewhere have come forward to date.  Jim noted that “ad” 
for president position should stress “management” (administrative) position with interest in 
history. 
 
Doug Smith presented the latest list of upcoming events: 

 to be added is book club on 13 June at the PHS museum, reading “Slaves to Soldiers” 
by R. Geake.  Nancy Crawford will lead the discussion.   

 High School/Middle School Trivia contest for 14 March at Gulfstream was confirmed.  
Joe Cassidy has agreed to MC this contest as well as the 11 April adult contest at Valley 
Inn. 



PHS Board of Directors, 11 February 2019 
 

2 
 

 Locations for future lectures were discussed with one suggestion being the Maritime 
Museum in Fall River. 

 
Rich Talipsky made mention of invitation to PBA After Hours scheduled for 11 April, He also 
noted there is a vacancy on the PBA Board of Directors. If anyone is interested in serving on 
that board, they should contact Rich. The purchase of a full page ad in the Navy Choristers 
program for their concert at St, Barnabas on March 3 was approved on a motion made and 
seconded.  Funds will go to the Navy Relief Fund. 
 
Proposed Governance Committee was brought up for consideration.  After a short discussion, 
the Committee was approved on a motion made and seconded.  Kathy Hickey will serve as 
Chairperson. 
 
Gary Gump presented a report on the status of grant applications.   

 A meeting is scheduled with Courtney Bourns of the Van Buren Charitable 
Foundation to review $10K grant request for funding of strategic/Long Range 
Planning. 

 Application for a grant from the 1772 Foundation that would result in matching funds 
of $6,325 to complete re-shingling of Old Town Hall is being prepared  Requesting 
approval of resolution to be submitted with application due on 1 March, award to be 
made in May.  Resolved: “The Board approves the plan to replace Old Town Hall 
shingle siding during the PHS 2019/20 fiscal year with completion no later than Dec. 
1, 2019, and further the Board approves an amount of not less than $6,325 be 
reserved in the FY 19/20 budget to meet the 1 for 1 matching grant of $6,325 from 
the 1772 Foundation should we be favored with the grant requested”.  Resolution 
was approved on a motion made and seconded.  A walk-through with 
representatives of the 1772 Foundation, Rich Youngken and Gillian Lang to be 
scheduled. 

 Approximately $10,000 grant will be requested from the McBean Foundation for ADA 
bathroom conversion. Recent donation from Richard Talipsky of more than $4,000 
earmarked for project demonstrates PHS commitment to this project. 

 There may be funds available from the RI Council of the Arts. 
 
Gary also reported on membership issues - Possible new levels of membership for students, 
lifetime members, and use of PayPal.  A membership drive will be scheduled for April or May – 
direct mail, table at Clements.  Window inserts for corporate sponsors were suggested. 
 
Buildings and Grounds Report was accepted and approved as presented followed by discussion 
of several items. 

 Additional bids will be requested for (1) “Library” ceiling repairs, (2) two storm windows 
for small round windows, and (3) replacement of door for schoolhouse.  On a motion 
made and seconded, approval was granted, in general, with projects to be done as 
funding is identified. 

 On a motion made and seconded, the Board approved manufacture and installation of a 
railing for outside front stairs with one dissenting vote from Jim Garman because 
installation will alter historic structure.  Kathy Hickey has volunteered to pay cost of the 
railing.  RIHPC has approved the installation.  

 RIHPC has approved proposed location for climate control compressor and piping 
penetrations at west side of the museum near the stairs. 
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 Bi-weekly building inspections have uncovered no problems in church building, nor pest 
issues. 

 
Dave Gleeson reported that Nathan Maneese is moving along with his Sign project and is 
adding signs for the Civil War Hospital and Coal Mines. 
 
With motion made and seconded, approval was granted for meeting adjournment at 6:30 PM.  
Next meeting is scheduled for 5:15 PM, March 18, at the Portsmouth Free Public Library. 
 
Prepared and submitted by Nancy Crawford for Anne Northrup Burns, Recording Secretary. 


