
16 October 2017 

Portsmouth Historical Society (PHS), Board of Directors Meeting. 

 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm at the Portsmouth Historical Society Museum.  Attending were: 

Jim Garman, Richard Talipsky, Dave Faucher, Mike Paglierini, Gary Gump, Doug Smith, Nanci Smith, 

Dave Duggan, Dave Gleeson, Carolyn Magnus and Nancy Crawford.  Absent were Anne Northrup Burns 

and Jane Roggero. 

Jim announced that $1,040.00 was raised from the Harvest Social held at Greenvale in September.  92 

tickets were sold. 

The PHS was not awarded the grant from the McMorris-Bean Foundation. 

A grant from the State of Rhode Island in the mount of $1,500.00 was received via Jim Seveney.  Grant 

money is to be used for ADA projects.  Forms to apply next year were also received. 

A donation of $1,500 was received from Gina Catalano and Thomas Yates-Exley from Mr. Yates-Exley 

Family Trust.  The trust contributed to painting of the School House three years ago. 

The PHS trust administered by MSF has a balance of $314,314.71 according to the latest statement with 

earnings of $42,000 this year at a rate of return of 15.89%.  Latest dividend proceeds were $2,450. 

Mr. Anthony Rego provided services to PHS septic system.  Mr. Rego located the system using X-Ray 

technology.  They flushed the pipes thus clearing obstructions such as roots and other debris.  System is 

running perfectly and the tank is essentially “empty”.  The cesspool is approximately 15 by 8.  Mr. Rego 

refused to accept a fee for his services.  It was suggested that an ad be placed in the Navy Choristers 

Program free of charge as a thank you to Mr. Rego. 

Bob Watts, one of our docents suggested contacting new property owners via post card about joining the 

PHS.  Gary Gump agreed to begin this process, perhaps via post cards. 

No schedule has been set for removal of trees to date. 

Glen Farm has approached PHS about support for a museum annex to be located at Glen Farm.  They 

have scheduled an Open House on October 28 from Noon to 3:00 PM. 

Reading of September minutes was waived until November meeting. 

Treasurer’s Reports were approved as presented by Dave Faucher. 

Doug Smith spoke about Upcoming Events and noted that PHS supported 16 events this past year and 

mentioned some planned for next year beginning with Feb 12 lecture by Christian McBurney, March 7 

Founders Day presentation of the Portsmouth Compact and Annual Meeting.  Other activities that may 

occur are trivia contests, Anne Hutchinson birthday celebration in July and a commemoration of the 

Battle of Rhode Island in August. 



Other suggestions were a local version of the Antiques Road Show, a Victorian Tea Party based around 

Mrs. Durfee’s Tea House, and an event in conjunction with the visit of the Mayor of Portsmouth, 

England. 

Richard Talipsky reported on progress of ad sales for Navy Chorister’s Concert.  Information is posted on 

Board portion of web site and updated frequently.   

The Curator’s Report was accepted as presented by Nancy Crawford with special mention of an 

extraordinary item uncovered at the museum recently - an invitation to the January 1, 1846 Dedication of 

Town Hall. 

Jim mentioned an exciting gift of items from the coal mine along with a metal plaque commemorating the 

founding of Portsmouth from Richard Pierce.  Mr. Pierce, son of John Pierce, may have additional items 

to donate. 

We are expecting a bill from landscapers for entire season’s work as no bills have been received by PHS 

for the season yet. 

Concern has been expressed by the owners of Rocco’s next door about condition of wall separating his 

property from PHS.  The Building Committee will explore options to make parking next door feasible and 

creating an entrance from parking lot to museum.  None of the businesses in the plaza are open on Sunday 

so space might be used, especially during special events if safe means could be found to pass from one 

property to the other. 

The Historic House project was considered with questions about budget for signs to be posted on houses.  

The town has a budget for cemeteries but not for historic houses.  21 town-owned cemeteries have been 

identified.  It was noted that the school house is on the National Registry of Historic Places but there is no 

budget for a designation plaque which is quite costly.  Pursuit of a way to accomplish this is on-going. 

All artifacts have been packed by the Curator’s Committee ready for transfer into the POD rented for this 

purpose.   A working party was arranged for Sat, Oct 21 at 9:30 a.m. 

Vacancies on the Board were discussed.  Kathy Hickey was nominated and approved.  Kathy, currently a 

member of the Docent Team, has indicated her willingness to serve.  

Meeting was adjourned at 7:12 pm. 

 

Presented by Nancy Crawford for 

Anne Northrup Burns 

 


